
English
 
British humour in double
 
Within the scope of their tour “Mit Schirm, 
Charme und Cellone” at the Albert-Einstein 
Forum, Rebecca Carrington and Colin Brown 
took a trip around the world. Rebecca 
Carrington comes on stage together with 
“Joe”, her more than 200 year old Cello and 
tells about how she practised and played, 
was hired and fired at some orchestras and 
finally met her partner on stage and in life 
Colin Brown. She said it was not difficult to 
make her choice, since “Joe is fun, but made 
of wood”.
 
And then the musical journey around the 
world starts; from England the couple go 
first to France. The affection towards the 
western neighbouring country is limited 
which amongst others is expressed by 
performing Edith Piaf’s legendary “La vie en 
rose” with the voice of a sheep. This surely 
is a little bit disrespectful, but because of the 
huge amount of British humour and masterly 
play of the Cello no one can resent anything.
 
This scene was only topped by the anec-
dotes from India, another stop of the jour-
ney around the world. Rebecca takes the 
audience to this place by playing authentic 
Sitar sounds, which she however makes with 
her Cello. She accompanies this by singing 
one of these tear-jerking Bollywood love 
songs and acting different roles at the same 
time, which is acknowledged by the audience 
with a frenetic applause.
 
In between, they took the audience to Scot-
land, where Colin Brown did not miss the 
chance to reveal the everlasting secret of 
what a Scottish man is really wearing under-
neath a kilt. This is pure slapstick-comedy, 
but here again the respect towards an awe-
some vocal acrobat, equipped with an very 
deep bass voice and admirable a-capella 
abilities, overweighs.
 
Kenya, Jamaica, Brazil and the USA are 
further stops on their journey and Carrington 
elicits Joe in each case the adequate traditi-
onal sounds, such as the African Kalimba or 
the Texan fiddle. She plucks Joe, she skims 
him, strokes him and pounds on him and 
one is again and again amazed to see how 
this time-honoured instrument is able to 
produce these foreign and strange sounds.
 
Brown, always dressed up in motley, variable 
and for each country characteristic costu-
mes, supports his partner congenially and by 
this rounds off the performance.
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